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Introduction

Streptococcus infantarius ssp. infantarius (Sii) are the main lactic acid bacteria isolated from traditionally fermented
dairy products worldwide. In addition to their ability to inhibit certain food pathogens like Listeria Spp., African Sii
variants harbor dairy adaptations similar to Streptococcus thermophilus conventionally used for yogurt fermentation.
However, Sii have never been isolated from raw milk and their ecology in the dairy environment is unknown. Sources

as well as moments of introduction and factors favoring emergence of these Sii in the milk are also unstudied.
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Key Message: Application of Sii as a novel starter culture for enhanced food safety should be considered.
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The novel Streptococcus infantarius ssp. infantarius (Sii) present high milk fermentation potentialities. Assessing the source and behavior knowledge
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